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THE following Sermon is not offered as an exact 
Copy of that which was preached upon the Occaſion; 
but it is as much ſo, as Recollection, after a con- 
faderable Interval, could ſupply. Several Particu- 
lars are, probably, omitted, ſome may have been 
tranſpoſed, and, poſſibly, a few added ; but the Sub- 
 fante of both is the ſame. 


The Church-wardens of St. Paul's, Deptford, and 
many of the Pariſhioners who heard it, to whom the 
Memory of their late ' Minifler is precious, having 
expreſſed a Defire of ſeeing it in Print ; in Com- 
pliance with their Wiſhes, and from a Hope that 
the Peruſal of it may, by the Bleſſing of God, be 
uſeful to others alſo, it is now publiſhed. 
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F being affelionately de f rous of You, We were 
5 to have imparted unto you, not the goſpel 
7 of God only, but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye 
2 were dear unto us. | 
N active undaunted zeal in the ſervice of 

| God, and a peculiar tenderneſs of affec- 
4 tion towards his people, were happily and emi- 
e nently combined in the character of St. Paul. 
a The latter appears in none of his writings to 
* greater advantage, than in this epiſtle, and par- 
. ticularly in this chapter. He had been made very 
8 uſeful to the Theſlalonians, and was greatly be- 
e 


loved by them. Many of them had received the 
goſpel which he preached, not * i word only, 
but in power ; and were effectually turned, by grace, 
from dead idols, to ferve the living and the true 
God. They likewiſe were very dear to him; and 
being now at a diſtance from them, he writes to 
confirm their faith and hope, to animate and di- 
re& their conduct. And he takes many occaſions. 
of reminding them, of the peculiar regard he had 


+ Theſſ. i. 5, 9. 
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borne them from the firſt, and how near they ſtill 
were to his heart: that his love for them, which 
had ſweetened all his labours and ſufferings when 
he was among them, made him till ſolicitous for 
their welfare, and enabled him to rejoice on their 


account, while he was ſuffering bonds and im- 


priſonment at Rome. | 


The verſe I have read, is one paſſage, out of 


many in the New Teſtament, where our tranſla- 
tion does not fully come up to the ſpirit and 
beauty of the. original. Not that it is unfaithful 
or faulty; it is chiefly owing to the difference 
of the languages. I believe we haye no ſingle 
word in the Engliſh tongue, to expreſs the energy 


of the Greek term, which he uſes in the be- 
ginning of the verſe; and therefore our tranſlators. 


have employed two K. Being afſectionately defirous 
of you.' It denotes a defire connected with the 
fineſt and moſt tender feelings of the heart ; not 
like the degrading ſelfiſh deſire of the miſer for 
gold, but ſuch an emotion (according to his own 
beautiful illuſtration in the preceding verſe) as 
that with which the nurſe, the mother while a 
nurſe, contemplates her own child. Being thus 
diſpoſed towards you, we were zwilling but the 
Greek is more emphatical. We eſteemed it our 
pleaſure, | our joy, the very height of our wiſhes, 
Zo impart unto you the gofpel of God, to put you 
into our own place, to communicate to you, by 
the goſpel, all that comfort and ſtrength, and joy- 
ful hope, which we have received from it our- 
ſelves. Yea, further, to have imparted to you 
our own ſouls alſo; that is, to devote our whole 
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ſtreng th, time and ſtudy, to this very end, to 
ſpend and be ſpent for you, and to be ready to 


ſeal our teſtimony with our blood, if this were 


needful to your eſtabliſhment, becauſe ye are dear 
unto us *, exceedingly dear unto us. The ſame 
word is uſed (for the language of mortals will 


not afford a ſtronger) Matt. ili. x This is my 


beloved Son. 

When I thought of preaching to you this day, 
and of mingling my tears with yours, the occa- 
ſion ſuggeſted the choice I have made of a text; 
and the countenances of many of you, convince 
me that I have not made an improper choice. 
Another congregation might have been led, from 
what I have already ſaid, to ſympathize with the 
Theflalonians, in what they muſt have felt when 
they were deprived of ſuch a miniſter and friend. 


But your minds are engaged by a ſenſe of your 


own loſs, You have reaſon. You acknowledge 
and feel, that if I wiſhed (as I certainly did) to 
ſele& a text, which might, while you heard it, 
ſtrongly. impreſs your minds with the idea of my 


dear friend, your late Paſtor, and recal to your 


remembrance, his principles, actions, motives and 
aims, how he ſpoke, and how he lived among 
you, I could hardly have found a paſſage in the 
whole ſcripture, more directly ſuited to my pur- 
poſe. I believe no miniſter in the preſent age, 
nor, perhaps, in any palt age, ſince the apoſtles 


days, could have a better warrant than Dr. Con- 


yers, to adopt theſe words of St. Paul, as ex- 
preſſive of his own ſpirit and character. He had 
wb tender affection for you: it was his earneſt 
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defire, and his great delight. to impart unto you 
the goſpel of God, becauſe you were dear to 
him: and it may be ſaid of him, with peculiar 
propriety, that in this ſervice of love, he im- 
parted to you his own ſoul or life alſo. You have 
not forgotten, ſurely you never can forget, the 
very ſolemn and affecting manner, in which his 


was reading the apoſtle's farewel diſcourſe 70 
the elders of the church of Epheſus *, which oc- 


preſage that ybu would ſee his face no more, we 
know not. Had he been certain of it, he could 
not have taken your conſciences more earneſtly to 
witneſs, that he was clear of your blood, and 
that he had not ſhunned to declare unto you the 


proved, that you then ſaw and heard him for the 
laſt time. His ſtrength and life were prolonged 
to finiſh his diſcourſe, and to pronounce over you 
his parting bleſſing, which he had ſcarcely finiſh- 
ed, before he was called home to his Maſter's joy. 

Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his lord when he 
cometh, ſhall find ſo doing F. 

In conſidering the grounds of the apoſtle's love 
to the Theſſalonians, and the proofs which he 
gave of it, the ſubje& will frequently lead me 
to bear a teſtimony to the grace of God, vouch- 
ſafed to your late miniſter, of whom we may 


aljo was of Chriſt . 
I. The firſt ground, the original cauſe of the 


Acts xx. 18, 35. + Luke xii. 43. ＋ 1 Cor. xi. I, 
Chriſt. 


miniſtry among you cloſed. Whether, while he 


curred in the ſecond leſſon for the day, he had a 


whole counſel of God. However, the event 


truly ſay, he was a follower of St. Paul, as Paul 


apoſtle's love to the brethren, was the love of 


Till he knew the Lord, he acted very differently. 


he perſecuted, appeared to him in his way to 


Chriſt. His unwearied endeavours, in the midſt 
of the hardſhips and dangers which awaited him 
in every place, to promote the happineſs of man- 
kind, made him appear to many who were un- 
acquainted with the motives of his conduct, as 
though he were beſide himſelf. The apology he 
offered was, the love of Chriſt con/trameth us *, 


While he was under the power of prejudice and 
ignorance, he verily thought that he ought to do 
many things againſt the name of Feſus of Na- 
zareth , and therefore breathed out threatenings 
and ſlaughter againſt his people. But Jeſus, whom 


Damaſcus, convinced him of his fin, vouchſafed 
him pardon, and commiſſioned him to preach the 


faith which he had laboured to deſtroy f. From 


that time, he eſteemed himſelf a chief ſinner 8, 
and becauſe much had been forgiven him, he loved 
much. He devoted his whole future life to pro- 
claim the glory and grace of his Saviour, .and to 
propoſe hirMelf as a pattern of his long-luffering 


and mercy, to all around him, that they likewiſe 


might believe and be ſaved. He was conſcious 


of his Saviour's juſt right to reign in every heart, 


And they who, by receiving the goſpel which he 
preached, entered into his views, and loved the 
Lord whom he loved, inſtantly became dear to 
him. for his Lord's ſake, whether they were Jews 
or Gentiles, rich or poor, bond or. free. It is 
probable, that all who are convinced and en- 


lightened by the Holy Spirit, having a clearec 


* 2 Cor. v. 14. + Acts ix. I, and xxvi. 9. . Gal. i. 23. 
9 1 Tim. i. I 53 16. d ; 
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knowledge of the nature, number, and aggrava- 


tion of their own ſins, than they can poſſibly 


have of thoſe of any other perſon, account them- 
ſelves among the chief of finners, though many 
of them may have been preſerved from groſs 
enormities. I never heard that your miniſter was 
influenced, like Saul of Tarſus, by a bitter per- 
ſecuting ſpirit; and I believe his behaviour was 
moral and exemplary from his youth. When he 
entered upon his miniſtry at his beloved Helmſley, 
in Yorkſhire, he found the place ignorant and 
diffolute to a proverb. At this early period of 


life, he feared God, and he hated wickedneſs. 


With much zeal and diligence he attempted the 


reformation of his pariſh, which was of great 


extent, and divided into ſeveral hamlets. He 
preached frequently in them all. He encouraged 
his pariſhioners to come to his houſe. He diſ- 
tributed them into little companies, that he 
might inſtruct them with more convenience: he 
met them in rotation by appointment. In this 


manner, long before he fully underſtood that 


goſpel of God, which of late years he fo ſucceſs- 
fully imparted to you, I have been aſſured that he 
often preached or exhorted, publicly or more pri- 
vately, twenty times in a week. Theſe labours 
were not in vain: a great, viſible, and almoſt uni- 
verſal reformation took place. About the time 
I am ſpeaking of, a clergyman in his neighbour- 
hood, made very honourable mention of Mr. 
Conyers, in a letter to the Society for promoting 
Chriſtian knowledge, (which I have ſeen in print) 
as perhaps the moſt exemplary, indefatigable, and 
ſucceſsful parochial miniſter in the kingdom: yet, 
in che midſt of applauſe and apparent ſucceſs, he 
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1 
was far from being ſatisfied with himſelf. He 
„did what he could: he did more than moſt others, 


2 


7 
. 


but he felt there was ſomething ſtill wanting, 
„though for a time he knew not what; but he | 
Mas deſirous to know: he ſtudied the ſcriptures, b 
3 and he prayed to the Father of lights. They | 
; who thus ſeek ſhall ſurely find. Important con- i 
5s 2 ſequences often follow from a ſudden involuntary | 
- turn of thought. One day, an expreſſion of St. 
„ Paul's, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt *, engaged j 
4 his attention. He had often read the paſſage, | 
Ff 2 but never noticed the word an/earchable before. 
3. The goſpel, in his view of it, had appeared plain, | 
e and within his comprehenſion ; but the apoſtle | 
it ſpoke of it as containing ſomething that was an- 
e | 1 ſearchable. A concluſion therefore forced itſelf | 
d upon him, that the idea he had hitherto affixed | 
— to the word go/pel, could not be the ſame with ö 
1e that of the apoſtle. From this beginning, he was 
je ſoon led to perceive that his whole ſcheme was ! 
is eſſentially defective. That his people, however 
at |} outwardly reformed, were not converted. He 
s- nov felt himſelf a ſinner, and felt his need of 
he faith in a Saviour, in a manner he had never done 
Fi | before. Thus he was brought, with the apoſtle, 
1rs to account his former gain but loſs: the unſearch- 
1i- able riches of Chriſt opened to his mind, he re- 
ne | ceived power to believe, his perplexities were re- 
ir- moved, and he rejoiced with joy unſpeakable, and 
Ar. full of glory. He preſently told his people, with 
ing that amiable ſimplicity which fo ſtrongly marked 
nt) bis character, that though he had endeavoured to 
ind | | thew them the way of ſalvation, he had miſled 
4 * Epheſ. lit, 8. 


them. 


an | 
them. That what both he and they had been 
building was not upon the right foundation. He, 
from that time, preached Feſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified *,. as the only ground of hope for ſinners, 
and the only ſource from whence they could de- 
rive wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
demption. The Lord ſo bleſſed his word, that 
the greater part of the people, who were moſt 
attached to him, ſoon adopted his views, and 
many more were ſucceſſively added to them. 
This change in his ſentiments and manner of 
preaching, though it added efficacy to his moral 
inſtructions, and endeared him to his people at 
home, loſt him much of that high eſtimation in 
which he had been held abroad. But he knew 
the goſpel of God too well to be aſhamed of it: 
whatever diſgrace he ſuffered in ſuch a cauſe, he 
could bear with patience. He loved his people, 
and was beloved by them; and their advance in 
comfort and holineſs, made him ample compen- 
ſation for the unkindneſs of thoſe who knew not 
what they did. And thus, when the providence 
of God removed him hither, the conſtraining love 
of Chriſt, which had long been the great prin- 
ciple of his conduct, diſpoſed him to love you, 
before he ſaw you; and he came among you, 
with an earneſt deſire to impart unto you, the 
goſpel of God, and his cwn foal allo, becauſe 
from the moment that he accepted the charge 
over you, he was affectionately defiroas of you. 

+: The regard of the apoſtle to the Theſſalonians 
was, undoubtedly, heightened in proportion as the 
Lord was pleaſed to give him ſeals to his miniſtry 
among them. And the like cauſe had the like 


* 1 Cor, li. 2. and i. 30. 
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1 
effect here. The mutual affection that ſubſiſts 
between a faithful miniſter, and thoſe to whom the 
Lord makes him uſeful, is of a peculiar kind, and 
not eaſily deſcribed. I truſt he looked upon 
many of you with joy, as his crown and glory in 
the day of Chrift*; and you, I doubt not, looked 
on him with reſpect and gratitude, as the inſtru- 
ment of God in ſaving your ſouls, in calling you 
out of darkneſs into marvellous light. What 
were ſome of you doing, and whither were you 
going, when God ſent you, by him, the word of 
ſalvation? And what a happy change have you 
ſince experienced? You were then dead in treſ= 
paſſes and fins, without Chriſt, and therefore with- 
out hope, and without God in the world +. But 
now you, who were ſometime afar off, are made 
nigh by the blood of Chriſt. Now being freed 
from the ſlavery of fin, you have your Jruit unto 
holineſs, and the end everlaſting life 7. You have 


now acceſs to God, communion with him, an in- 


tereſt in his promiſes, and a good hope through 


grace, that though your miniſter be taken from 
you, he who by him begun a good work in you, 


will perform it until the day of Teſus Chrift F. 


Let this thought moderate your grief. You will 


ſee the face of your miniſter no more here; but 
you will meet him again, ere long, before the 
throne of God and the lamb. Then all tears will 
be for ever wiped away. 

Again, during the apoſtle's continuance with the 


Theſſalonians: he and they had enjoyed precious 


ſeaſons of worſhip together, and of mutual com- 


* Theſſ. ii. 19. + Epheſ. ii. 1, 12, 13. f Rom. vi. 22. 
S Phil, i. 6. | | 
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munion with God, in the ordinances of his aps 
pointment. Wherever two or three are met in the 
| Lord's name, he is mindful of his promiſe, and 
does manifeſt bimfelf unto them, as he does not unto 
the world F ; and theſe taſtes of his loving-kind- 
neſs wonderfully ſoften, ſpiritualize, and enlarge 
their affections, and knit them cloſer and cloicr 
together in love. And though that power and 
unction from on high, which makes the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel truly delightful, and an hour 
ſo employed preferable to a thouſand | of the 
world's hours, does not altogether depend upon the 
gifts, or even upon the grace of the miniſter; yet 
it is, doubtleſs, a ſingular and high privilege to be 
under the care of a wiſe and tender ſhepherd, of 
one who, in the ſchool of experience, has ac- 
quired the tongue of the learned d, who knows how 
to adapt himſelf to the occaſions of the people, 
to give every one their proper portion, to obviate 
their doubts, relieve their fears, point out their 
dangers, and to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to them 
that are weary. Be thankful that you were long 
favoured with ſuch an able miniſter of the New 
Teſtament. As a public preacher, he may, per- 
haps, have left ſome equals behind him. But he 
had, at Deptford, as formerly at Helmſley, ſtated 
ſeaſons when he expounded the ſcriptures to a 
ſmaller auditory in his houſe, or within his own 
premiſes, He ſuppoſed that on theſe occaſions 
few perſons were preſent, but thoſe who either 
poſleſied the peace of the goſpel, or were ſincerely 
ſeeking it. The ſimplicity and meekneſs of wiſ- 


Matt. xviii. 20. + John xiv. 22. 1 Pſal. Ixxxiv. 10. 
8 Iſa. I. 4 ; | | | 
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dom, with which, as a father among his children, 
he exhorted, comforted, and inſtructed theſe his 
d more ſelect hearers, ſeemed peculiar to himſelf, 

In this branch of his miniſterial office, I always 


i : thought him unequalled and inimitable. How 
5 often have many of you had reaſon to ſay, at ſuch 
V ſeaſons, Did not our hearts burn within us, while 
4 | he talked with us, and while he opened to us the 
_ Mz ſcriptures *? And the great attention with which 
# he was heard, and the proofs he ſaw that his la- 
ws bours were not in vain, rendered him itill more 
# affectionately deſirous towards you. _ 
For, laſtly, as one great reaſon why the apoſtle 
45 loved the Theſſalonians was, that they were not 
only hearers but doers of the word; and he could 
8 ſpeak of them with pleaſure, and propoſe them to 
1 others as examples T, of the efficacy and tendency 
e. of the goſpel which he preached; ſo ] truſt, yea, 
0 I know, that ſome of you were exceedingly dear 
ir to your late miniſter on this account alſo. He 
a could ſay of you and to you, now we live, if ye land 
> Vaſt in the Lord t. He had no greater joy than to 
— 2 /ee his children walk in the truth &, and demonſtrate 
| by their conduct, that the goſpel which they pro- 
4 feſſed, was a doctrine according to godlineſs. 
JThoſe of you who gave him this pleaſure, may, 
a now he is gone, praiſe God for the grace which 
2 enabled you to adminiſter to the comfort, of one 
ns who fo tenderly watched over your fouls. He was 
er broportionably affected with pungent grief, when 
Iy any whom he loved, acted unſuitably to their pro- 


i | feſſion, though they, perhaps, ſeldom knew what 
2 their unfaithfulneſs coſt him. In his preaching 


; Luke xxiv. 32, . +1 Theſſ. i. 8, 9. Þ 1 Theſſ. iii, 8. 
- FS 3 John 4. 5 
he 
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he bore a ſtrenuous and faithful teſtimony againſt | 
every evil, not only againſt groſs fins, but againſt 
every deviation, whether in temper or practice, 
from the ſpirit and rule of the goſpel; but there 
Was ſomething in his natural diſpoſition, which 
made it difficult for him to expoſtulate plainly and 
ſtrongly in private. In private, he could not eaſily 
reprove. But he could mourn, he could wear out 
the day without pleaſure, and the night without 
reſt, in bemoaning thoſt!who had neither com- 
aſhon for him, nor for themſelves. I can affirm 
this of him, from inſtances which have come to 
my own knowledge: perhaps ſome perſon preſent 
may think, Surely the preacher has heard of me, 
and means to point me out to the notice of the 
congregation, No, it is your own conſcience 
points you out, I know you not. But is it ſo, in- 
deed, that you broke your miniſter's reſt, and 
added to his troubles, by your miſcarriages ? You 
do well to weep: may God give you repentance 
not to be repented of * Will not his lamented and 
ſudden death, recal to your remembtance, how earn- 
eſtly he warned you, and pleaded with you, while 
he was living; and rouſe you from that dangerous 
ſecurity into which ou have been ſeduced by the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin? 
II. I have, in a great meaſure, anticipated what 
I purpoſed to mention under a ſccond head—the 
proofs which he gave, that the affection he pro- 
feſſed for his people, was cordial and ſincere. But | 
the ſubject is not exhauſted : St. Paul evidenced | 
_ his love to the Theſſalonians, by imparting to 
-_ them the goſpel of God, and by his unwearied | 
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1 
zeal and diligence in their ſervice, in defiance of 
the difficulties and obſtacles, which always at- 
tended his labours. By the ſtrong expreſſion, that 
he was ready to impart unto them his own foul 
alſo, he intimates both the energy of his addreſs, 
and his fixed determination to venture every con- 
| ſequence in their ſervice. 
In another place, the apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
doctrine which he preached, ſays, according to my 
goſpel x. It was not a point of ſpeculation with 
him, he poſſeſſed it. He had experienced the 
power of it, it was the ſpring of his conduct, the 
ſource of his comfort; and was therefore, pro- 
perly, bis own. Here he ſtyles it the goſpel of 
God, perhaps, to diſtinguiſh it from a pretended 
2 goſpel, ſuch as the Galatians received from falſe 
teachers, which he calls another goſpel +, and 
22 which was, indeed, not the goſpel. The true goſ- 
Ipel is of God. It is the glorious goſpel of the 
3 -/ſed God I. From whence we infer its certainty, 
authority, and importance. It is worthy of all ac- 
ceptation: it is able to make us we unto ſalva- 
lion &, if cordially embraced ; and to neglect it, 
is to refuſe life, to chuſe death; to reſolve to be 
ZZ miſerable, and to affront the wiſdom and goodneſs 
| Rof God. When Paul preached this goſpel at 
Theſſalonica, it awakened the ſpirit of envy, oppo- 
ſition and clamour, in many who believed not; 
Ibut they who received it, experienced it to. be the 
power of God, to the ſalvation of their ſouls. 
= This goſpel your late miniſter preached among 
you, and, I truſt, effectually imparted to many of 
you, as an inſtrument of the Holy Spirit. He 
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owed all his focoels: and you derive all the light 


and comfort you obtained under his inſtruction, 70 
the doctrine which he delivered. It cannot wit! 
reaſon be expected, that God will afford the ſea! 


of his bleſſing to any ſcheme of doctrine but his 


own truth. A preacher may be of a good cha- 
racter in civil life, and diligent in his office; and 


he may have ſome ſucceſs in ſuppreſſing outward | 


wickedneſs, though he does not preach the goſpel 
of God; but he will not reach the heart of his 
people, wean them from their ſecret fins, and win 
them to the love and practice of univerſal holi- 


neſs, unleſs he preaches St. Paul's goſpel. I hope 
this congregation has been better taught, than to 
receive every thing indiſcriminately for truth, be- 
You have the 
ſcriptures in your hands, and by this ſtandard you | 


cauſe it is ſpoken from a pulpit. 


are warranted, yea, commanded to ?ry the ſpirits x, 
becauſe many falſe prophets and pretended teach- 
ers are abroad in the world: 
the liberty to remind you of ſome plain and ſure 


| marks, by which you will be able to diſtinguiſh a | 


faithful miniſter of the true goſpel. 


He will preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and pro- 


poſe him as the only foundation of a ſinner's hope, 


the only object of faith, the way, the truth, and 


the life. He will endeavour to convince you cf 
your need of mercy, and then direct your thought: 
to the atonement which Chriſt made for fin, by 
his bloody death upon the croſs. He will give 
you no encouragement to think you can do any 
thing well pleaſing to God, till you yourſelves are 
firſt made acceptable in the Beloved; nor until his 
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God x. 
of ſome curious point, in which you have little 


1 


love is the motive of your obedience, and your 
dependance is fixed upon the promiſed communi- 
cations of ſtrength and grace from his fulneſs. 


By a manifeſtation of the truth, he will com- 
mend himſelf to your conſciences in the fight of 
He will not amuſe you with the diſcuſſion 


immediate intereſt, or ſome cold general common- 


place ſubject. Many ſermons, ingenious in their 
kind, may be compared to a letter put into the 


Poſt- office without a direction. It is addreſſed to 


nobody, it is owned by nobody; and if a hun- 


dred people were to read it, not one of them 


| would think himſelf concerned in the contents. 


But the word of the goſpel, when faithfully 
diſpenſed, ſearches the heart f, and tries the reins. 
You will wonder that the preacher, who perhaps 
is a ſtranger to you, can ſo exactly ſuit himſelf 
to your caſe. He will ſometimes bring to your 
remembrance what you have done or ſaid, or even 
what you have only thought, and which, poſ- 
fibly, you had forgotten, So that if you are 


going on in your fins, or are veiled under a cloke 
of hypocriſy, you will be ready to ſtart, and 
think he is about to expoſe you publicly. Or if 

vou are a mourner in Zion, diſtreſſed with fear 


and temptation, beſet with trouble, and know 


1 not which way to turn, that tongue of the learned, 


which he has acquired in the ſchool of experience, 


5 ; | will frequently lead him, while tpeaking from his 


own feelings, to meet you with a word in ſeaſon, 
ſo exactly ſuited to your caſe, that if you had 


told him the ſtate of your mind, and every parti» 
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cular of your ſituation, beforehand, he could not 
have deſcribed them better. Such is the cor- 
reſpondence between the word of God, and the 
heart of man; and ſuch is the fimilarity of the 
workings of the human Heart in ſimilar circum- 


ſtances, that the preacher, who is enlightened by 


the {cripture and by the Holy Spirit, while he does 


little more than relate the exerciſes of his own 


mind, appears to many of his hearers to expreſs 
their hopes and fears, their joys and ſorrows, 
better than they could have expreſſed them to 


him. Thus it is that he ſecrets of the heart are 


made manifeſt * by the preaching of the goſpel. 
All other preaching, compared with this, is life- 
leſs, diſtznt, and unaffecting, little more than de- 
claination; but the words of a /cribe +, well in- 
ſtructed in the myſteries of the kingdom of God, 


come home to our own bufineſs and boſoms, and 


conſtrain many to ſay, with the woman of Sama- 
ria, Come and * a man, which told me all things 
that ever I did * | 

A true ſervant of God. in the goſpel 1 may like- 


wiſe be known, at leaſt in the place where he re- 


ſides, or ſtatedly labours, by a certain mixed kind 
of character, -which he will receive from public 
report. The general tenor of his conduct will 
be ſuch; that the feeble attempts of ſlander to 
vilify him, will be gradually ſuppreſſed, and they 
who would ſpeak evil of him, be put to ſhame 


and to ſilence, by his good converſation in Chriſt F. 


But though his behaviour be unimpeachable and 
exemplary, his principles will be miſunderſtood 


* x7 Cor. xiv, 25. + Matt. xiii. 52. þt John IV. 29. 
§ 1 Pet. iii. 16. 
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21 ] 
and miſrepreſented; and by different perſons, 
(ſometimes by the ſame perſons) very different and 
inconſiſtent things will be laid to his charge. He 
will often be deemed rigid, preciſe, uncharitable, 
enjoĩning a ſtrictneſs in life, and manners to the ex- 
treme; ſo that to adopt his views, and to follow his 
rules, a perſon muſt bid farewel to comfort, and al- 
moſt renounce ſociety; while, in the ſame day, and 
almoſt in the ſame breath, he will be repreſented as 
preaching doctrines, which, if generally received, 
would be unfavourable to good morals, and pro- 

mote licentiouſneſs. For the natural heart has a 
diſlike, equally, to the grace, and to the holineſs of 
the goſpel. Salvation, by faith in the blood of 
Jeſus, is thought too eaſy, and affording too much 
encouragement to the unworthy ; and the ſimple 
grateful obedience, which characteriſes thoſe who 
ſeek ſalvation in this way, and in no other, is 
thought too ſtrict and ſcrupulous, and carrying of 
things a great deal too far. They who are of the 
world, who ſpeak to the world, and whom the 
world 1s willing to hear, give no offence, and 
therefore no claraour is excited againſt them; but 
a faithful miniſter will not be expoſed to the wo * 
denounced ag:init thoſe of whom all men ſpeak 
favourably. His infirmities and miſtakes (for he _ 
is not perie&t) will be eagerly noticed and exagge- 
rated; and if no juſt fault can be found, he muſt 
at leaſt expect to be ſpoken of as an enthuſiaſt, or 
branded by ſome name, to which ignorance and 
prejudice have affixed a contumelious ſenſe. | 
Such a one was your late miniſter. Like the 
apoſtle, he laboured to impart to his hearers the 


* Luke vi. 26. 
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goſpel of God: like him, he was unmoved by 
the oppoſition of thoſe who knew not what they 
did, and ready to endure all things for the eleF's 
fakes, that they might be ſaved*. He loved you, 
and was willing to impart to you his own foul | 
alſo. His ſpirit was willing, he did much, and | 
withed he could have done more. | 
It was, indeed, a ſurprize to many, who were 
not intimately acquainted with him, that he did 
no more. And it may be thought by ſome per- 
ſons, that as by his countenance, he ſeemed to 
enjoy a tolerable ſhare of health; his public ſer- 
vices were hardly anſwerable to the zeal of a man, 
who was ready. to pour out his very life for the 
good of fouls. He preached but once a week in 
Wi. his pariſh church; and no arguments, perſuafions, 
HM or entreaties, could prevail on him to enter any 
1 pulpit but his own. Even when he has been ex- 
preisly nominated by his dioceſan to preach in 
another church, he has declined the ſervice, and 
il diſappointed crowded auditories who wiſhed to 
Tl hear him. The benefits of his ſingular abilities 
_ were, therefore, confined to his own congrega- 
- tions. And it was with the greateſt difficulty, 
and but ſeldom, that his moſt intimate friends 
could engage him, to lead in family worſhip, 
where he has been occaſionally preſent, I have 
frequently mentioned to him my concern, that 
the ſphere of his uſefulneſs ſhould be ſo much 
limited; and he lamented it himſelf, but his 
hindrance was conſtitutional and invincible. He 
had a continual hurry and flutter upon his ſpirits; 
the effects of which were unaccountable to thoſe 
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who knew not the cauſe. Taken in different 
views, he might be conſidered as very. happy, or 
very uncomfortable at the ſame inſtant. In the 
molt important ſenſe, he was a happy man. He 
had peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, enjoyed much of the light of his coun- 
tenance, and had no perplexing doubts reſpecting 
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- either his acceptance in the Beloved, or his per- 

i ſeverance in grace. Yet, through the agitation 

. of his ſpirits, he ſpent his days, and almoſtevery 

* hour, in trepidation and alarm. The flighteſt in- 

” cidents were ſufficient to fall him with fears, 

s which, though he knew to be groundleſs, he 

e could not overcome, But upon no occaſions did 

n he ſuffer more from theſe painful feelings, than 

„ wehen he had public preaching in proſpect. When 

y he met his people at home, he uſually found | 
- | pleaſure and liberty, unleſs he obſerved ſome new i 
n faces. But the ſight of a ſtranger, eſpecially if | 
d he knew or ſuſpected him to be a miniſter, would | 
to | ſometimes diſtreſs him greatly, and almoſt diſ- | 
es able him from ſpeaking. It may ſeem very ex- 

a- |. traordinary, that a man of the firſt abilities as a 

v, [2 preacher, highly reſpected, and honoured with 

ds eminent uſefulneſs, ſhould be intimidated by the 

p, preſence of thoſe who were much his inferiors. 

ve But ſuch was his burden, which neither reflection 

vat nor reſolution could remove. What he often 

ch ſuffered before he aſcended this pulpit, and when 

his he looked round upon a large congregation, and 

le knew not how many ſuch perſons as he was afraid 

ts; ef might be among them, gave him a right to 


ofe lay, in a fingular ſenſe, that in ampartiag the 
goſpel of God to you, he imparted his own ſoul 
allo. Perhaps there have been martyrs, who ap- 
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proached the rack or the ſtake, with leſs diſtreſſin g 


ſenſations, than he has frequently felt, when 
about to enter upon his otherwiſe delightful work. 
Vet, becauſe you were the people of his imme- 
diate charge, and dear to him, he ſeldom de- 
clined your ſervice on the forenoon of the Lord's 
day, if he was well. But this, I believe, was the 
reaſon, that at other times, inſtead of preaching 
in the church, he confined himſelf to a place, 
where few, comparatively, could attend him. I 
do not know, that while he lived at Deptford, he 
ever preached publicly in this neighbourhood, ex- 
cepting once, when he accepted an appointment to 
reach at the archdeacon's viſitation at Dartford. 
But he kept his intention a ſecret in his own 
breaſt; and did not mention it to his neareſt 
friends, leſt a multitude ſhould be drawn to hear 
him. And he told me himſelf, that from the 


hour he ſtood engaged, which was ſeveral weeks 
before the time, he could ſcarcely think of any 


thing elſe; and that when the. day arrived, his 


Ipirits were fo greatly agitated, that for ſome mi- 


nutes-after he was in the pulpit, he was deprived 
of his eye-fight. But the Lord whom he ſerved, 
ſupported him; and he was, upon the whole, 
carried comfortably through the ſervice. 

If we ſpeak of death as the moment of ſepa- 
ration between ſoul and body, he was not afraid 


of it; for he knew whom he believed, and that 


to depart and be with his Lord, was ToXau paNAOv 


pet o, unſpeakably preferable to any thing that 


could be enjoyed in the preſent life. But though 


not afraid of death, he was often afraid of ung. 


* Phil, i. 23. 


His 


e 
His apprehenſions of the poſſible forerunners and 
concomitants of a dying hour, frequently made 
a painful impreſſion upon his ſpirits. Upon this 
account, they who loved him, have reaſon to be 
reconciled to the ſuddenneſs of his removal. His 
was an honourable diſmiſſion indeed! The meſ- 
ſenger that called him home, found him actually 
and actively employed in his Maſter's ſervice, with 
his loins girded up *, and his lamp burning. It 
was, likewiſe, a gracious condeſcenfion to his in- 
2 firmity, and ſaved him from an experience of an 
of thoſe conflicts, which he could ſeldom think 

of, without anxiety, and a degree of anguiſh. 
Upon the whole, I may fay, of Dr. Conyers, 
E without juſt fear of contradiction, he was a burn- 
Y ing and a ſhining light 1. Many of you rejoiced 
in his light: and now the man who cared for 
your ſoul, who was the miniſter of God to you 
for good, is taken from you, your ſorrow is pro- 
| portionable. Yet it you truly entered into his 
views, you are not deſtitute. The Saviour whom 
he preached, and in whom you have believed, is 
| {till with you. The ſtream, at which you have 
often drank, and found refreſhment, is dried up; 
but the fountain of living waters, from wheace 
it was derived, is always full, and always flow- 
ing. Whoever dies, Jeſus lives; the reſidue of 
the Spirit is with him, and he is at no loſs for 


d means to communicate his bleſſings to thoſe who 
* wait upon him: yea, under his management, 
ov even loſſes prove gains, and apparent hindrances 
5 work to the help and furtherance of faith. Be 
z. | * Luke xi. 35. 1 John v. 35. 
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thankful that you were ſo long favoured with 
ſuch a miniſter ; and rejoice, that though you can 
ſee him no more in this world, you ſhall meet 


him-again in the world of light, In the mean 
time (need I ſay) reſpect and honour his memory; 
and the moſt effectual manner by which you can 
ſhew your regard to him, will be, by walking as 
he walked, and maintaining a converſation * be- 
coming the goſpel, which he ſo affectionately and 
faithfully imparted to you. 

But there are, I tear, amongſt you, thoſe who 
accounted the joyful ſound of the goſpel, which he 
proclaimed, a burden; have been wearied by his 
earneft endeavours to pluck you as brands from the 
burning, and have often wiſhed to be freed from his 
importunity, 
faithful monitor is removed. He will alarm your 
conſciences, he will offend your pride no more. 
But if, after lighting his labours of love, while 
he lived, you remain likewiſe unaffected by his 
death, you are much more to be pitied, than 
"thoſe who lament his removal. Alas! when num: 
bers, in different and diſtant places, who never 
ſaw you, are concerned for you, will you not yet 
be concerned for yourſelves! Tremble, left you 
ſhould have cauſe to ſay, the harveſt is paſt, the 
ſummer is ended, but we are not ſaved +! You 
have had your opportunity, a day of grace, in 
which the things pertaining to your peace have 
been ſet before you. The Lord forbid that the 
following words ſhould be' applicable to you: 


* 


nil, i. 2% Jer. viii. 20. 
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Now you have your wiſhes. Your 
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but now they are bidden from your eyes *? The 
Saviour, whom you have too long lighted, is 


now once more preached to you. 


He is ſtill 


upon a throne of grace, able and willing to ſave 


to the uttermoſt, all who come unto God by him. 


But hereafter he will appear on a throne of judg- 
ment, faꝶing vengeance on them that know not God, 


and obey not his goſpel . 


* Luke xix. 42. 
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